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Whatever happened to the Christmases of long ago? The snow, the Christmas cheer, the endless wishes of "Peace on Earth"?

        I ponder that question with more intensity as I grow older.  It just seems... like.... the snow isn't as deep, the people are not as cheerful, and any joyous proclamation of "Peace on Earth" is met with the sounds of automatic weapons fire emanating from my television with the evening news.
       Aside from the fact that memory is not always the most reliable instrument when it comes to gaining a true picture of the past,
  - the snow wasn't THAT deep, even back then.... although I was certainly a lot shorter
  - and my "cheerful" Christmases were only a decade or so removed from WW2, and occurred at the height of the Cold War. If I really think about it, there wasn't that much "Peace on Earth" back then, either!
      So perhaps we are chasing an elusive dream when we wish for "how it was back then".
      But if you REALLY want a Christmas that more resembles "how it was back then", it might be a good idea to go back to the granddaddy of all Christmases that took place in about 4 BC.
      Palestine was occupied by foreign troops
Caesar had just dreamed up a new way to keep track of all those taxpayers by updating the census
And a young couple came to Nazareth- as young, unmarried couples often come to us these days- unmarried, pregnant and hours away from delivering a child
     And apparently they didn't call ahead and reserve a room, for they were forced to take refuge with the livestock, and there, the young woman gave birth to a son.

Not an auspicious beginning to the celebration of Christmas.

     No strung lights. No figgy pudding. No gathering of relatives around a warm hearth decorated by stockings hung with care. No tree. No presents....
     Well, there was one present. A present given by a Father to his beloved children, still gives to his beloved children, ragged and ungrateful as we sometimes are.... 
     What a strange event it must have been. From all accounts, most of the world didn't take notice at all. 
     Only a few shepherds on lonely hillsides heard the angels singing and decided to head for Bethlehem to see for themselves what the excitement was about.....
     So if you are alone this Christmas. If you dream and pray for a better world, even as the world around you seems dark and lacking in hope....

Just remember that it was into just such a world that God came on that first Christmas

And still comes... again and again.

Emmanuel- "God-with-us".... the best Christmas present of them all.
                                                                                         -Rev. Bill Zambon
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Motions that were made:


The Finance Committee moves approving the Treasurer to make the necessary year-end adjustments to the financial statements.


To approve the 2012 Budget as revised.


The Finance Committee moves to discontinue providing any further maintenance or supplies for the downstairs copier and dispose of the copier when one of those events occurs.


The freewill offering donated at the Christmas Cantata with Taylor Community Choir on 11/27/11 will be going to the Taylor Community Choir.


January 2012 communion will be Sunday, January 8, 2012 rather than Sunday, January 1, 2012.


To purchase 3 new doors from Adkins Construction for $5405, with $4425 coming out of Fall Fair proceeds and balance coming out of Capital Improvement.

Rev. Bill will be going on vacation right after the Christmas Day service and the choir will do the service on New Year’s Day.


REMINDER:   ANY COMMITTEE CHAIRS OR PEOPLE ON COMMITTEES WHO HAVE TO SPEND $300 OR MORE EITHER OUT OF THEIR BUDGET OR OTHERWISE,  NEED TO COME TO SESSION FOR APPROVAL—IF IT IS AN EMERGENCY, PLEASE CALL THE CLERK SO A SPECIAL MEETING CAN BE CALLED.

Dates to look forward to:


Dec 1 ----Advent by Candlelight


Dec 4----2nd Sunday in Advent, Worship with communion, team 3 serving


Dec 5----Finance/Stewardship Meeting @ 7:00 pm


Dec 11—3rd Sunday in Advent, Worship


Dec 12---Christian Education meeting at 7:00 pm


Dec 18---4th Sunday in Advent, Worship, Youth doing Christmas Reading during “Young Disciple Time:


Dec 24---Christmas Eve Service @ 9:00 pm


Dec 25—Merry Christmas, Worship at 10:30 am

REMINDER---ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING IS FEBRUARY 5, 2012.  ALL HANDWRITTEN REPORTS ARE DUE TO THE OFFICE BY JANUARY 22, AND PRINT READY REPORTS ARE DUE BY JANUARY 29TH.
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Food Pantry


The November food pantry saw 166 households including 187 adults and 116 children.  There were at least 15 new clients which we might see more of with the welfare benefits program cancelling clients.

Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped get the task done.  It had its hectic moments.  Thanks to everyone who supports and contributes to the pantry program with time, foodstuffs and monies.

God Bless, Ruth


-Chris Adams
We will be having our Christmas Reading during “Young Disciple” time on December 18th.  The children have already been given their parts they will be reading.  Please have them practice at home.  A note will be sent home soon with more details.

Thank you Jen, for another successful Trunk or Treat, 127 children registered this year and as always it was a big hit.  Congratulations Wayne and Wendy for best “Decorated”. Ms. Diane’s class won the pumpkin contest, the CE department gave a total of $135 to the Food Pantry.  Thank you all who donated.  If you haven’t seen the pictures on the back bulletin board, take a look.

Ms. Diane’s class also won the “World Food Day” contest (poor Ms. Sue, you guys came really close in both contests).   A total of 149 canned goods went to the Food Pantry from the Sunday school and I couldn’t even count all that the congregation gave.  Thank you all very much.

On behalf of the CE committee we wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year.  We look forward to seeing everyone at GAME NIGHT on January 15th, 2012.

THERE WILL BE NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ON CHRISTMAS DAY, the 25th OR NEW YEARS DAY, Jan 1
 I would like to Thank everyone for their kind donations for our Veterans.>All the donations are greatly appreciated and will be used for Veterans in the hospital and also homeless vets!  Look for more donation 

opportunities in the future. Thank you again

Trunk-or-Treat was a HUGE success again this year. We had 127 kids come thru trick or treating this year. The pumpkin patch was a great success and also was the Made in Michigan basket raffle. Congratulations goes out to Betty Owen who won the Made in Michigan basket!! All of this would not be possible without all the support and help from our congregation!  Thank you all for the help to make this  event a huge success and outreach for our community.      –Jen Guest



 Flower Calendar

There is a calendar posted on the bulletin board by the drinking fountain. Please honor a friend or relative-enter your name, we will get the flowers or you may bring your own. Contact Alyce Riggs.
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“THANK YOU” FROM THE FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

The Finance & Stewardship Committee would like to thank all of you who participated in this year’s Stewardship campaign, “That Attitude of Gratitude.”   Campaign results will be available in the December Parkette.

Thank you, also, if you were able to join in this year’s Stewardship celebration.  Over 55 children and adults enjoyed a wonderful spaghetti luncheon.  A special thank you to Rev. Bill and his homemade sauce.  Thank you, too, to those who helped in the kitchen and cleaned up afterwards.

Again, everyone’s time, talent and treasure is greatly appreciated.

If you have not yet had an opportunity to pledge and would still like to do so, please let Marianne Provenzano know.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S DAY SERVICES

There will only be one Christmas Eve service this year.  It will be at 9:00 p.m. with communion being given by intinction.  All are welcome.  We will have refreshments at the afterglow following the service so please join us.  It should be a special service!

We will also offer a Christmas Day service at our regular worship time of 10:30 am.  This will be a shorter, informal service.  We know everyone will be busy Christmas morning or either tired from the night before; so don’t worry about getting dressed up.  Just come casual and join your church family on Christmas Day for half an hour or so to acknowledge the birth of Jesus Christ by listening to some readings and singing some carols.  Hope to see you there!

The Worship Committee hopes everyone takes the time to enjoy the Christmas season and takes the time to remember why we celebrate!  

The choir has also graciously volunteered to help out with the New Year’s Day service this year.  Rev. Bill will be out of town and they will lead us in worship on New Year’s Day!  Please join us as we celebrate the beginning of 2012!  

Communion will be served on January 8, 2012 rather than January 1, 2012.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!


 Our Thoughts and Prayers                                                                       

Betty Hendricks                                      Charlie Higgins                                       Ron and Carrie Laginess                         Nancy Limauro                                       Kathy Nicoll                                            Sheila Baker
                                          Suzanne Noll                                           Family of Steve Nemeth                         John & Julie McShane                           Sue Tackett                                              Janine Boyt              


December 2011

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	
	
	
	
	7 p.m. Advent by candlelight
	AA 6:30-8
	

	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Worship 10:30 a.m
Communion Soup &Salad AW

	
	10:00 Bible class
	10:00 Quilters

FW 4-5:30
6:30-8:30 choir
	
	AA 6:30-8
	

	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17

	Worship 10:30 a.m

	CE 7:00 p.m.
	10:00 Bible class
	10:00 Quilters

FW 4-5:30
6:30-8:30 choir
	Pantry 9-1
	AA 6:30-8
	

	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	Worship 10:30 a.m
SS leading 
Worship 
	7:00 Session
	10:00 Bible class
	10:00 Quilters

FW 4-5:30
6:30-8:30 choir
	
	AA 6:30-8
	Christmas Eve 9:00 p.m.

	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31

	Worship 10:30 a.m
2 cents a meal

Christmas day
	
	No Bible class
	10:00 Quilters

FW 4-5:30
6:30-8:30 choir
	
	AA 6:30-8
	New Year’s
Eve


Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.   







