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Hi Everyone!

A milestone in our interim period was passed two weeks ago when our Congregational Self Study was approved by the Presbytery of Detroit.

We are now cleared to proceed with electing a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC), and the Nominating Committee of the Congregation is busy
assembling a slate of church members who will agree to serve on the PNC, in order to present that slate to the congregation for a vote. 

In other words, the congregation has completed the process of assessing its own strengths and weaknesses, mission and ministry (at least for now), and can now proceed to
 the task of beginning to search for the person who will lead this congregation into the next chapter of its work and ministry.

We will include a copy of the Congregational Self Study in the material that you will receive at the Annual Meeting of the Congregation on February 5th. It's a good document that
truly paints a picture of what ministry at Lincoln Park can look like over the next few years. The session will begin wrestling with that Self Study as well. It will assist all of us as we continue to
serve God in this place- with "energy, intelligence, imagination, and love".

The PNC will begin its work immediately after its composition is approved by the congregation. It will have a very large task before it and will not be able to effectively accomplish it without
learning to rely upon the God who will guide them in the process.

Pray that the PNC will be guided in its work by the Holy Spirit.
Uphold the PNC in your daily prayers- that it will be led to the unique minister whose strengths and gifts match the areas of ministry and mission that God has in mind for this church.
Be patient, because the "Lord's time" is not always "our time", and trust that the process will come to its successful conclusion when the time is right.
Trust the PNC to be guided by God. Allow their deliberations to unfold as they should without constant demands for information, or urgings to "hurry up."

Of necessity, much of the work of the PNC remains confidential, but from time to time, it will be sharing "where they are in the search process" with the congregation through updates
and timely communications.

I look forward to serving with all of you for the remaining months that we will have together.

Peace,
Bill Zambon
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The following Motions were approved at the January Session Meeting:


To dismiss the Self Study group with many thanks.


To hold a brief Session meeting on January 22nd at 10:00 am for the reception of new members and to approve a baptism.


To approve the Spending Freeze Review Process.


To approve monies that will be spent on VBS, CE curriculum, Special Worship bulletins, tent for church picnic, copier paper for office.


To hold a Congregation Meeting on February 19, 2012 as a backup in case the Nominating committee cannot get the 5 people for the PNC by February 5, 2012.

To hold Ash Wednesday Service on February 22nd at 7:30, Maudy Thursday, April 5th at 7:30, Easter, April 8th at 8:00 am with breakfast following and the Outdoor service on June 10, 2012.


To hold Vacation Bible School, July 30th thru August 3, 2012 from 6-8:30 pm, with the VBS kick-off party on July 28th, from 11-2 pm.


That the VBS Budget be set for $2,000 for the whole program, including the kick-off party.


To change Youth Sunday from May 13th to May 20th.


To instruct the Nominating Committee to put together a slate of 5 for the PNC, to be presented at the Congregational meeting on February 5, 2012.

REMINDER---ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING IS FEBRUARY 5, 2012.  VERY IMPORTANT, PLEASE TRY YOUR BEST TO ATTEND.  MS. MELODIE WILL BE WATCHING THE CHILDREN.

Dates to look forward to:

February 5, 2012—Worship/Sunday School, with communion team 2 serving



        Congregational Meeting following Worship
February 6, 2012—Finance Meeting at 7:00 pm

February 12, 2012—Worship/Sunday School, with Congregational Birthday Party following Worship.

February 13, 2012---Christian Education meeting at 6:30 pm

February 19, 2012—Worship/Sunday School

February 20, 2012---Session at 7:00 pm

February 22, 2012—Ash Wednesday Service at 7:30 pm

February 26, 2012—Worship/Sunday School
Christian Education---Chris Adams
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JOIN US FEBRUARY 12TH FOR OUR CONGREGATIONAL BIRTHDAY PARTY, WITH “MAGIC WITH JOE” AS OUR ENTERTAINMENT—ONLY 1 CENT PER YEAR OF YOUR AGE!!!  PIZZA AND SALAD WILL BE SERVED!

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE:

YOUTH SUNDAY will be MAY 20TH instead of May 13th.    Bobby Webb will be our graduate this year, so we look forward to hearing his message.  We will be starting to practice soon, so PLEASE have your children attend Sunday School so we will be ready for another great service.

Our Worship Buck store will be open March 18th and March 25th.  We would really appreciate monetary donations to stock the store, we are running low.  Any donations can be given to Chris Adams, Diane Bokor, Jen Guest, Sue Tackett and Myra McQuiston.  The Heifer project will be available again this year, with it being open to the Congregation for 2 weeks after the store.

THINK SUMMER!!!!   Vacation Bible School will be held July 30th thru August 3, 2012, from 6-8:30 pm, with the kick-off party on July 28th from 11-2

Worship Committee

   -Karen Feldt
The Worship committee would like the thank the congregation for participating in decorating the church for Advent and Christmas. On January 8th the decorations were put away for another season. The help of the individuals that stayed was greatly appreciated.


Session has approved the following dates and times

February 22nd   Ash Wednesday Service   7:30pm

April 5th   Maundy Thursday Service   7:30pm

April 8th   Easter Services   8:00am Sunrise service







               Breakfast







  10:30am Easter Worship

June 10th   Outdoor Service   10:30am
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Food Pantry

The January pantry saw 140 households including 240 adults and 120 children. The volunteers made the job easy, many thanks to all who contribute foodstuffs, monies, and time to the pantry. In February, the decision will be announced to close St. Francis or Lady of Lords of River Rouge. We need your prayers. 
God Bless, 
Ruth



 Flower Calendar

There is a calendar posted on the bulletin board by the drinking fountain. Please honor a friend or relative-enter your name, we will get the flowers or you may bring your own. Contact Alyce Riggs.
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News From the Finance & Stewardship Committee
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Following are the results of the recent Stewardship campaign, “That Attitude of Gratitude.”

91 family units were canvassed, resulting in 52 family units completing an Estimate of Giving card.  Of the 52 family units that pledged, 30 remained the same; 15 increased; 5 decreased, and 2 were new.

Again, a big “thank you” to all who participated in the campaign.  Everyone’s time, talent and treasure are greatly appreciated.

If you have not yet had an opportunity to pledge and would still like to do so, please let Marianne Provenzano know.

Spending Freeze Review Process

The Session of the Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church, at its December 2011 meeting, approved a motion by the Finance & Stewardship Committee to have all expenses over $50 (excluding fixed expenses, such as utilities and salaries) reviewed and approved by the Session prior to the expense occurring.

Effective January 1, 2012, the following process should be followed by the members and friends of Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church.  This process is being implemented to ensure that we are all good Stewards of the Church’s financial resources.

· Expenditures expected to exceed $50 should first be reviewed by the respective Session Committees (e.g., Worship, Christian Ed, Evangelism, Property, Mission and Finance & Stewardship) or Deacons, as applicable

· Session Committee Chairpersons are then to inform the Finance Committee Chairperson of those expenses expected to exceed $50

· The Finance Committee will present the expenditure(s) to Session for review and approval

· If the Finance Committee Chairperson is unavailable, the Session Committee Chairpersons should contact the Clerk of Session

· If timing of an expenditure is critical and review and approval cannot be delayed until a regularly scheduled Session Committee (3rd Monday of the month), the Finance Committee Chairperson, along with the Clerk of Session, will handle the review and approval process of the expense

· Assuming the expenditure is approved by the Session and/or the Finance Committee Chairperson and the Clerk of Session, a voucher should be prepared by the person familiar with the approved expenditure, and the appropriate Chairperson (Session/Deacons) should sign the completed voucher (with receipts attached as applicable) and obtain the signature of either the Finance Committee Chairperson or the Clerk of Session (a total of two authorized signatures is required on the voucher)

· Payment of an approved expense will be delayed until after all appropriate signatures have been secured

· The Treasurer has been advised to not pay any voucher that is missing the appropriate level of approval

PLEASE NOTE that expenses will not be approved, nor reimbursed, after the fact.  In order for our Church to be successful, it’s to all of our benefit that the process outlined above is followed.  Everyone’s cooperation is appreciated.

Questions on this process or on what expenses are subject to review should be directed to the Finance & Stewardship Committee Chairperson.
End of Month Financial Report

December 31, 2011
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Regular Contributions
$
10,046.00
(Weekly/Monthly Envelopes)

Other Revenues (Excluding Fund Transfers)
$
1,350.85
(Loose Offering; Sunday School; $.02/Meal;

 Rental/Lease Arrangements; Friday Night Dinners)

Total Revenues:


$
11,396.85

Total Expenditures:


$
14,226.05

Net Income/<Loss> (December)


$
  <2,829.20>


_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 Our Thoughts and Prayers                                                                       

Betty Hendricks                                      Charlie Higgins                        Ron and Carrie Laginess                       Nancy Limauro                                       Kathy Nicoll                                         Sheila Baker
                                          Bill Nicoll                                                 Andrea Wielhelm                                 Sue Tackett                                             Janine Boyt                                              Jim Riggs                                           Larry Umstead 

FEBRUARY   ANNIVERSARIES

Kim & Sandra Meisssner


February   5

Don & Diane Stinnett


February 27

FEBRUARY    BIRTHDAYS



Mary Lou Reichard



February  5



 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Edith Stevens





February  7


Denver Keathley




February 10



Rev. John Mishler




February 12



Leslie Meissner



February 12



Gene Miller





February 15



Bob Johnston





February 18



Chris Grundy




February 22



Cheryl Simons




February 27



Alyce Riggs





February 27
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        Meet our newest member- Yolanda Vacca
    Yolanda was born in Calabria, Italy, the southeast part of Italy. She was raised in the Catholic faith which was prevalent in Italy. Her father's dream was to come to America, so at the age of 16 begged to borrow enough money to pay for his passage having been sponsored by a relative who assured him a job working on the railroad. He left the Port of Naples, landed in New York, and headed for Michigan. He made trips back to his native Italy but intended to make America his home. A number of years later he returned to Italy to marry his childhood sweetheart. They had a daughter after whom he returned back to the states to earn enough money to bring his wife Giulia and daughter Yolanda to live with him. Yolanda was seven when together with her mother said goodbye to her beloved grandparents and their many relatives and sailed to America.

   Yolanda lived with her family until she married August Vacca and came to live in Allen Park, a nice new growing community. They raised seven children. She lived her role of wife, mother, and devoted Catholic. She was widowed in 1988 and as her children had all married, she began to experience life of living alone with responsibilities and life making decisions.

   Some years later, she found herself questioning her Catholic church. She was searching for a more fulfilling spiritual life. She had always wanted to read the bible to know what it was all about. At that time the church did not approve nor encourage reading it as she was brought up in a religion in which the laws and rules were handed down from the Pope and far be it for anyone to question that. She took it upon herself to buy a bible and though she made many attempts at reading it found it most difficult to understand. She had a friend who she walked with daily and as they walked and talked it became evident that she too was questioning things about their church. They decided to find a bible study group to join. They found a bible-based Baptist Church near by and began attending the studies. They both enjoyed this new learning experience and after a couple of years joined the church. After about eight years it became evident to Yolanda that she could neither adapt, adhere, nor embrace this church's teachings and therefore, she left. She visited a couple more Baptist churches but found that though there were a few differences, they were basically the same.

   Yolanda's next venture was a Presbyterian Church nearby. Having lived in Allen Park since 1950 she knew a lot of the people there: She attended their bible study group but did not particularly enjoy it. It was conducted by members of the church. It was difficult to understand, involved a lot of reading and a lot of homework assignments. Not what she was looking for. About this time she began to wonder if she was ever going to find a church home. Was she right in feeling as she did about these churches or was she being too critical of them? Perhaps she was expecting too much. Was she merely church hopping? This journey was beginning to complicate her life. She wondered if she should have stayed in the Catholic Church. She went back for a visit after which she knew she made the right decision in leaving.

   Six years ago Yolanda moved into a condo at her current Allen Park residency. She got to know and become friends with many of her neighbors among which was Andrew Hutton. He would often tell her of the fine bible study that he attended every Tuesday at the Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church where he was a long time member. He never missed bible study nor services on Sunday. A few times he invited her to come to the bible study and knowing she was looking for a church home suggested she visit his church. Eventually she decided to take him up on his invite. She enjoyed the bible study and like Andrew she too began to look forward to Tuesday bible study. They had a nice small group of people and a fine pastor who was very knowledgeable well qualified and knew how to teach and make bible learning interesting and enjoyable. He was always open for questions and explained all of what was read. They learned much from Pastor Bill. From Exodus 34:18-23 he taught them how to see the backside of God in their daily lives. Now she began to understand and enjoy reading the bible at home.

   Yolanda began attending Sunday services with Andrew and after about six months decided to become a member. She now felt and hoped her journey had come to an end and that she had finally found her church home. And in this she feels she can clearly see, "The Backside of God!"

February 2012

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	
	
	10:00 Quilters

FW 4-5:30
6:30-8:30 choir
	
	AA 6:30-8
	

	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	Worship    10:30 a.m
Communion

Congregation 

Mtg AW
Finance Mtg

7 p.m.
	
	10:00 Bible class
	10:00 Quilters

FW 4-5:30
6:30-8:30 choir
	
	AA 6:30-8
	

	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18

	Worship    10:30 a.m
Church BD party

	CE 6:30
	10:00 Bible class
	10:00 Quilters

FW 4-5:30
6:30-8:30 choir
	Pantry 9-1
	AA 6:30-8
	Mens Group

10 a.m. Sgte

	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25

	Worship     10:30 a.m


	7:00 Session
	10:00 Bible class
	10:00 Quilters

FW 4-5:30
6:30-8:30 choir

Ash Wed
7:30 p.m.
	
	AA 6:30-8
	

	26
	27
	28
	29
	
	
	

	Worship    10:30 a.m
2 cents a meal

Deacons mtg AW

	
	10:00 Bible class
	10:00 Quilters

FW 4-5:30
6:30-8:30 choir
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